
 

 

June 2022
 
 

News from the Management Committee  
 
Disabled parking bays 

It is a little sad that this has to be raised. However, it has to be as it appears that some members have been parking 
in the disabled bays with no legitimate right to do so. It is a requirement that you have, and display, your disabled 
parking sticker in order to use these bays. Yes, parking can be at a premium for some sessions (which is in itself very 
good news), but no, you cannot use these bays under any circumstances without the sticker, even if you are arriving 
late and everyone else is already inside. 

Covid update 

A few members have reported positive tests and players that may have been infected due to close proximity have 
been notified. However, these numbers have thankfully remained low. Please note, the club will not be divulging the 
names of any members that test positive, however we ask that anyone returning a positive test, who has been to the 
club when potentially infectious, please let Danny Ravn know. 

August congress 

Entries are open for the August congress. Further details will be provided in the July newsletter. We do have a 
reputation for providing great morning and afternoon teas, so please feel free to start the baking early! 

Soup night 

The club will hold a soup night on Wednesday, 10 August, at a total cost of $10 for soup, condiments and bridge, 
starting at 6pm. Two sessions will be run: one for novice players and one for more experienced ones. Please enter 
via the red book, this is just so the club knows how many will be turning up for the warming soup. 

Saturday morning supervised 

The recent experiment of holding a supervised session on Saturday morning has proven unsuccessful, so 
unfortunately the club has now cancelled this session. The Saturday morning novice session will continue as normal. 
The club may start the supervised session up again following the spring beginners’ lessons. 

Club AGM 

The club’s AGM is scheduled for September, and nominations for all positions will be opening soon. Getting involved 
in the running of the club is a great way to get to know some other members better and can, sometimes, even be a 
lot of fun! 

 

Latest Promotions 

Bronze State Master:  Elsie Chua 
State Master:   Rob Breen 
Silver Local Master:  Bernadette Missen and Ken Strain  
Bronze Local Master:  Syliva Garlick 
Local Master:   Gail Rijnhart 
Club Master:   Mark Bannister, Rachel McRae and Margaret Vandam 
Graduate Master:  Rosemary Green, Karyn Mears, Mary Outh-Aut, Paul Pringle and 
    Rebecca Trevenen 
 
 
Members: please pick up your latest ABF registration card  
from the director at your next session! 
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Improving your bridge 

SPBC has an extensive library and all members are encouraged to borrow books. The club’s librarian has been slowly 
going through all the books and has started to catalogue them with green, blue or orange stickers: 

- Green stickers mean the book is aimed at beginning players 
- Blue stickers are for “intermediate” players, essentially those that no longer play in supervised sessions 
- Orange stickers show the books are for advanced players. While they can be read by anyone, those with 

“test” questions are difficult and could be demotivating for less experienced players. 

The following books come highly recommended: 

- Introduction to Declarer’s Play, by Edwin Kantar (book 238). This is an excellent book for absolute 
beginners. 

- Reese on Play, by Terence Reese (books 221 and 252). This book should be compulsory reading for 
anyone interested in improving their game. 

- The Bridge Player’s Comprehensive Guide to Defence, by Frank Stewart (book 210). This is the sort of 
book both you and your partner should read so you are both on the same page when it comes to 
defence. 

- The Rodwell Files, by Eric Rodwell (book 8). This book isn’t for the faint-hearted. It seems pretty easy 
through the first few chapters, then it moves into overdrive. It is a fabulous book for experienced 
players. The following hand is an example from the book: 

Vul: North-South 
Dealer: North 

♠ Q 9 8 5  
♥ K 5 3 
♦ A J 5 
♣ T 6 4 

 

♠ 7 
♥ 9 7 4 
♦ K Q T 8 6 4 
♣ K 8 7 

N 
W        E 
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♠ A 6 
♥ Q 8 6 2 
♦ 9 7 2 
♣ Q J 9 2 

 ♠ K J T 4 3 2 
♥ A J T 
♦ 3 
♣ A 5 3 

 

 

South played in 4S with the diamond King led. Eric Rodwell described how he played the hand and why. I’ll provide a 
slightly more fulsome analysis to assist less experienced players. 

Looking at the two hands, it is clear that a spade and two clubs need to be lost. This means that declarer cannot 
afford to lose a heart. OK, it is easy to say “just take the finesse”, however that is easy when you can see all four 
hands! At the table, it will be a 50/50 guess whether to play low to the heart Jack, or to lead the Jack and letting it 
run. 

It is much better to force the opponents to have to open up hearts for you. So, you need to get rid of all the clubs 
and diamonds from both hands. Lack of entries means that you need to start getting rid of those excess diamonds 
immediately, so at trick two you MUST ruff a diamond! You then play a trump, which East will win and s/he will then 
return a club. You win with the Ace, play a trump to dummy and ruff the remaining diamond. Now, you exit with a 
losing club. You lose two clubs, however then the opponents will have to either play a heart (free finesse) or a minor 
suit card, on which you can pitch a heart from one hand and ruff in the other. 

If you don’t ruff a diamond at trick two, East can duck the spade ace and you don’t have enough entries to eliminate 
the diamonds and still retain a trump in dummy. 


